
Update as of 4-23-2020 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
As we enter the extended period of emergency distance learning, we’d like to update you about a couple 
of adjustments we’re making to grading in order to make things easier for all of us. 
 
First of all, we encourage you to extend grace and compassion to YOURSELVES  We realize there is 
no way you can replicate the amazing instruction provided to your student, in person, by our 
professionally-trained teachers.  Nothing can replace their daily personal interaction with students or 
their expertise and knowledge of how to meet student needs.  We know that you, and our teachers, are 
simply doing the very best you can each day and we know that “school” right now looks very different 
for each student. And that’s okay.  
 
Following the governor’s recent announcement extending distance learning for the remainder of the 
school year, we would like to provide additional clarification regarding grading in partnership with 
ABCE. It is our intent that all students who are attempting assignments and are working as much 
as possible with their teachers will progress, be promoted and receive appropriate grades 
commensurate with those received previously during the “regular” school year. 
 
We are excited to hear that many students have used this opportunity to increase their grades but we 
know that some are still struggling to connect or work on schoolwork on a consistent basis through no 
fault of their own.  We are doing all we can to support those students and we encourage you to reach out 
to your child’s teacher and/or principal if you need more help and support. 
 
So, basically, what this means is that students who are: 
1. Attempting their assignments 
2. Sending in their best work 
3. Working and communicating with their teachers 
Will receive a grade no lower than the grade they received the third nine weeks.  
 
HOWEVER, teachers (in consultation with principals) have the right to assign lower grades to 
students who are: 
1. Not completing assignments 
2. Not communicating with their teachers 
3. Willfully refusing to complete school work 
 
NOTHING in this agreement means that students can quit completing schoolwork now and just 
take their third nine weeks grade. In order to avoid making up these days in the future, it is 
expected that students will make their best attempts to complete the emergency distance learning 
program. Students who willfully refuse to complete work will be assigned a grade commensurate 
with their effort, or lack thereof. Teachers will continue to do their best to work with those 
students they know are in documented, difficult circumstances. 
 



Teachers and administrators will work together to ensure that all students who continue to do their best 
throughout this emergency distance learning are appropriately graded. We doing our best to ensure that 
those students who do not have the support at home they need are not harmed but we know that about 90 
percent of our students do have what they need and are making adequate progress. 
 
Please note that NOTHING in this attempt to simplify things means the school year is over, that students 
who have been working can just quit or that students will automatically be passed.  There is an 
expectation that students will continue to provide their best efforts. 
 
To continue our efforts to support you, and to take into consideration the reality of the very challenging 
situation we're in, we've made the decision to waive semester exams for the second semester. We know 
our teachers  are all doing the very best they can to create authentic, meaningful assignments and we 
don’t want our students or parents to have to worry about semester exams. 
 
So, there will be ***NO SEMESTER EXAMS!*** Teachers delivering instruction for high school 
courses (both middle and high) will not be required to create, administer, and grade semester exams. 
Teachers posting grades for high school courses will input the student's final fourth-quarter grade in 
place of the second-semester exam grade.  
 
We sincerely hope this encourages students to continue to attempt their assignments and we also hope it 
streamlines and simplifies things for everyone when it comes to the end of the year.  However, there are 
exceptions for dual-enrolled courses. Teachers must continue to follow the course syllabi and final exam 
requirements set by Gulf Coast State College.  
 
We recognize that everyone is doing their very best. We appreciate being your trusted educational 
partners and we hope you know how very much we care about your students and their success.  We are 
working on plans to individually assess students next year in order to determine which students need 
interventions and additional time to catch up and we’re confident that our teachers will be able to make 
up for lost time very quickly. 
 

Bay District Schools 
 
P.S. We hope by now you’ve seen our plans for delayed graduation ceremonies for the Class of 2020. 
We’re excited to be able to offer these to our students although we know they will not replace what was 
once planned.  We do not yet know about numbers of guests who will be allowed because that will be 
dependent upon the social distancing and mass gathering rules in place at the time. 


